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From: Alshanthe <members@saaci.org>
Sent: Friday, 08 April 2022 15:03
To: members@saaci.org
Subject: The Business Events Industry is NOT governments’ scapegoat

 

View this email in your browser  

    

  

   

The Business Events Industry is NOT 

governments’ scapegoat  

750 Plus days and we as a country are out of the State of Disaster, with the 

legislation of the Disaster Manger Act finally ceasing to be the guide of how we 

live our lives. 

 

However, the next 30 days are crucial as the proposed regulations may find a 

home in the Health Act published in Government Gazette no 46048 of 15 March 

2022 and the Disaster Management Amendment Regulations dated and 

published on the 29th of March 2022 (Act No.57 of 2002) by the Minister of 

Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (COGTA). 

 

SAACI’s application submitted to reconsider this proposal has been made as the 

sooner we have certainty, the sooner we can plan for our sectors recovery, which 

is vital to our livelihoods. We hope that our industry will receive certainty soon as 

hosting big events under the current restrictions of 50% mean that many of the 
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international events we would host in South Africa, would simply not be viable.  

 

It is not sustainable in the short term, and it will not build the expected recovery 

growth.  

 

For any medium- to long-term planning to take place and events business to be 

secured, we need certainty.  

 

Our positioning of South Africa as a leading meetings, incentives, conferencing, 

and events destination is at high risk should the regulations become enacted. 

 

We cannot allow the regulations to become law as part of any national act, as 

this will keep our recovery constrained and it also places the unwarranted 

vaccine mandate on our sector. 

 

This is unfair from government, who missed an opportunity to work with the 

Business Events Industry late last year to push and encourage vaccination 

uptake. 

 

We cannot be used by government as a means to an end when it comes to 

vaccination. 

 

We call on members to submit your concerns that can be added to industry wide 

member-based submission to members@saaci.org or ceo@members.org.  
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Membership Fees 

Discounts removed  

   

Please note that all discounts are now 

removed from outstanding invoices, 

effected 01 April 2022 as previously 

communicated. 

 

We would like to thank our members 

who have continuously supported the 

Association through the most 

challenging time we have 

experienced as a sector. Thus, we 

would like to encourage members to 

take up an opportunity of their 

membership benefits and allow us to 

profile your organisation in our weekly 

newsletters. We will select one 

organisation per week to profile. 

 

Kindly submit your organisation 

profile to be included in the newsletter 

 

Global International 

Meetings Day 2022  

   

Business Events Industry 

Professionals from all over the world 

shared and exchanged knowledge 

and challenges experienced over the 

passed two years during the 

pandemic.  

 

Members of the Meeting 

Professionals International also 

embraced what the future for the 

global industry may hold, inclusive of 

conferencing in new destinations, 

including African countries.  

 

Our CEO, Glenton de Kock, joined a 

panel discussion to inform MPI 

members what the continent of Africa 

has to offer our international 

counterparts and we most certainly 
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to members@saaci.org by 

Wednesday’s at 15h00 in order to be 

considered for the Friday newsletter. 
 

 

 

Last call: Book your seat 

for the African Tourism 

Investment Summit  

 

This year’s African Tourism 

Investment Summit (ATIS) is 

expected to be the most ground-

breaking and thought-provoking 

conference of its kind in 2022. The 

event is held in partnership with the 

International Tourism Investment 

Conference (ITIC) on 12 April during 

Africa Travel Week in the host city of 

Cape Town. 

 

Seats are filling up fast for this year's 

ATIS. The Summit includes a lunch 

and is free to attend for Africa Travel 

Week attendees thanks to proud 

look forward to meetings, 

conferences, exhibitions and events 

in person again.  

  
 

 

 

SAACI Branch AGM’s 

   

The annual SAACI Branch AGM’s will 

be taking place during the course of 

the next few weeks. We encourage 

members and non-members to attend 

and network as we seek out new 

business opportunities and inform the 

various different regions of the work 

done during the passed year, and 

more importantly what the regions 

and National Office aims on 

incorporating at the Association 

during our next term. 

  

Please note that these are voting 

AGM’s where members are 
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sponsor Tourism KZN And Allegro 

Enterprises. However, registration is 

necessary as seats are limited. 

 

“Don’t wait until the day,” says Martin 

Hiller, Creative & Content Director: 

Travel, Tourism and Creative 

Industries at RX Africa. “Although 

participation at the event is free of 

charge, registration is a must as it’s a 

highlight on the event calendar and 

space is limited.” 

 

Full Press Release: 

https://www.saaci.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/04/Press-

Release-Last-call-book-your-seat-

for-ATIS.pdf 
 

 

Registration Link  
 

 

 

encouraged to nominate and vote for 

the Regional Committee members. 

 

SAACI EC will be hosting their 

AGM on 13th April 2022 

SAACI WC will be hosting their 

AGM on 21st April 2022  

SAACI Gauteng will be hosting 

their AGM on 21st April 2022 

SAACI KwaZulu Natal will be 

hosting their AGM on the 10thMay 

2022 

  

Regional Branches contact details: 

https://www.saaci.org/local-

branches/  
 

 

SAACI Event Calendar  
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Our calendars indicate that in a week’s time Easter 2022 is here. Where has the 

time gone? Many of us feel as if we are moving at a fast and furious pace at 

times. 

 

We call on all of us to be mindful of our mental and physical health. 

 

Take a moment and a breath. Take a time-out! 

  

Stay Safe, Stay Strong, Stay Confident and Stay in touch, 

The SAACI TEAM 
   



7

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
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