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One Step at a Time  

The “Breaking News” of a new COVID-19 variant B1.1.529, should come as no 

surprise. We may be entering a 4th Wave in South Africa as the medical teams 

are informing and infections numbers show an increase this past week. Will there 

be a 5th Wave, a 6th Wave?  Possibly. 

 

20 Months into this lived experience and working like we have, cannot continue. 

It is therefore up to each of us to do what we can to slow this wave and the many 

more that may come. 

 

What is clear is that we can’t use the same regulatory rules and the same 

restrictions to slow the wave down or to slow down infections. Lockdowns will 

only harm the economic recovery and as we have said weekly, wipe 

industries out that may never be able to be rebuilt. 

 

We therefore agree with the sentiment of Professor Shabir A. Madhi, Dean: 



2

 

Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of the Witwatersrand, that the world 

needs to accept a breakthrough of infections will continue to occur. “The sooner 

we come to accept this, the sooner we can recalibrate how to move forward.” 

 

Important to keep in mind, according to Madhi is that breakthrough of infections 

are less infectious. For example, it is 60% less likely to transmit Delta when 

vaccinated. The risk of developing long COVID is also greatly reduced. 

 

Madhi says: “Vaccines are primarily about preventing severe disease. In the case 

of the new B1.1.529, we should learn from what transpired with the Beta variant, 

which also showed resistance to vaccine-induced antibodies. 

 

Nevertheless, the vaccine still conferred high protection against severe COVID. 

 

So, we appeal for logic to prevail and we appeal for clarity as we all try to do our 

best in the last few days of 2021. The action by the UK Government and the rest 

of the European Union is a concern. 

 

We therefore support the notion of Minister Naledi Pandor, reaching out to the 

UK to communicate the impending disastrous tourism season on both ends of 

the world. The views expressed by Minister Pandor that "Our immediate concern 

is the damage that this decision will cause to both the tourism industries and 

businesses of both countries. 

 

South Africa will engage the UK government with the view to persuade them to 

reconsider this decision. 

 

The decision by the UK Government to ban flights from South Africa, although 

temporarily at this time, is already having a destructive effect on the hospitality 

sector in South Africa. 

 

We sincerely hope that sanity will triumph. 
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SAACI National Board  

The Associations National Board held 

its Board elections on Thursday, 25 

November 2021. We are pleased to 

introduce you to the individuals who 

will be leading the Association in the 

coming year. 

   

National SAACI 
Chairperson: Kim Roberts 

National SAACI Vice-
Chairperson: Minister Kganyago 

National SAACI 
Treasurer: Jaques Fouche 

National SAACI Board 
Company Secretary: Alastair Stead 

Learning Portfolio: Esti Venske 
Board Member: Angela Lorimer 
Board Member: Irene Vallihu 
Board Member: Neil Nagooroo 
 

The members thank them for their 

voluntary service to the Business 

Events Industry. 
 

 

 

Call for nominations for 

Youth Portfolio  

The Southern Africa Association for 

the Conference Industry hereby 

invites nominations for persons to be 

considered to serve in the 

Associations Board in the Portfolio for 

Youth.  

 

Show your commitment to the value 

of the Business Events Industry and 

help to shape its future! 

 

Nominations are now open. 

 

Please see link below for additional 

information on the process of 

nomination, voting and timelines. 

  
 

 

Nomination Link  
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Business Events 

industry cautiously 

optimistic of recovery  

As 2021 draws to a close, the 

Business Events industry is 

witnessing a boom with several in-

person or hybrid events and 

exhibitions on the books. 

 

The industry is therefore optimistic 

in its recovery hopes but warns that 

pre-COVID levels may only be 

achieved by 2023. 

  
 

 

Full Article  
 

 

 

 

Western Cape Branch 

Committee Year End  

The Western Cape Branch 

Committee would like to invite you to 

join them for a drink to cheers to the 

end of 2021.  

 

Venue: Cabo Beach Club, 12 S Arm 

Road, Victoria & Alfred Waterfront 

 

Date: Tuesday, 14th Dec 2021 

Time: 16h00 onwards  

Cost: R100 pp  

RSVP: Alex on 079 429 1627 

Cash bar available 
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With four weeks before Santa Arrives, our wish is that he brings good news to 

all, while allowing us to catch our breath, reflect and consider how we will activate 

our industry in the 1st quarter of 2022. 

 

Keep an eye out for news of activities that the Association plans to roll-out in the 

1st quarter of 2022 with our partners and industry stakeholders. 

 

We hope to conclude the administration and funding processes during the next 

week so that we can share our plans for members and our broader beloved 

Business Events Industry. 
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Remember to stay alert and keep safe, 

The SAACI TEAM  
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