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U B U N T U 
Ubuntu translated as "I am because we are" (also "I am because you are"), was
surely evident as we bid farewell to the DOME earlier this week. Having had the
opportunity to thank the staff whom have worked at the Dome, some since the
inception of the venue, was indeed a moment of UBUTU. 
 
As an Association we would like to thank Carol Weaving, and the team from
Reed Exhibitions, along with the South Africa National Convention Bureau, in
partnering with us to meet this week. If it was not for the restrictions, we would
have had many more industry stakeholders join us in-person. 
 
To those who had the privilege to be there, we will all agree that our industry
could not have hosted events at this iconic venue, whether live shows, trade
shows or concerts by international and local music icons, if it were not for the
back of house team at the Dome. 
 
We are pleased to learn that many of the staff at the Dome will be retained by
the new owners. This bodes well as it does provide a glimmer of hope should
the need arise to host any future international concerts or live events. 
 
Our push to raise our industry challenges to various stakeholders continued this
week when we had an opportunity to engage on the SABC actuality programme
– the Watchdog. A recording is shared below as well as some highlights from
the function held at the Dome.
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Farewell, Farewell 
 
Saying goodbye is never easy. And
saying goodbye to an icon such as
the TicketPro Dome was a heartfelt
and emotional time this week. We
streamed the event live on the day
and wish to share with you the
stream for viewing. 

Women by Women 
Today, as we near the end of
Women's Month, we at SAACI would
like to celebrate Alshanthe, a woman
who works tirelessly behind the
scenes at the SAACI National Office
and who drives our membership
portfolio. Without the commitment
and dedication of Alshanthe, SAACI
certainly would not have the member
base we have. We ask our members
to join us in recognising the work
done by Alshanthe, under very
difficult and trying times and
circumstances, yet she delivers all
the time, not only for our members

Video Link to stream

SAACI calls for fifty
percent venue capacity
This week, SAACI called on
government to open the events and
exhibitions industry. We called for
consideration of fifty percent venue
capacity at events.  
The full Watchdog interview can be
found below: 

Virtual vs Hybrid, where
to from here? 
The move to online events driven by
the ever-decreasing event capacities
under the various COVID Alert levels
birthed a "new normal" which the
events industry, has accepted and
strives to deliver. 
Clients, organisers and event
companies welcomed the advent of
hybrid and virtual events as a short-
term solution. However, months of
lockdown, together with the move to
online engagement, has created a
world in which seclusion has
insidiously become a preference for
many. The event platforms on which
sellers connect with buyers are
hamstrung by the virtual element
they themselves have implemented. 
Unless we make a conscious effort
to choose to meet in person rather
than online, we may forever lose the
opportunity to experience the

WatchDog Interview
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but for the Association as a
whole. Thank you Alshanthe for your
dedication and commitment.

Join the CEO in KZN! 
Join the SAACI KZN Branch and City
of Durban Stakeholders for a
Straight from the Couch engagement
session with SAACI CEO, Glenton
de Kock. 
The CEO will attend the in-person
conversation and Networking event
on Tuesday, 31 August 2021 from
15h00 - 18h00 as detailed below.  
 
Venue: The Edward  
RSVP: mabuyi@ikhono.co.za 

Full Appreciation Letter

Event Details

emotional charge that a face-to-face
experience evokes. 

SAACI Youth Comp
This competition is specifically
targeted to young students studying
towards a career in the broader
Business Events and Tourism
Industry. This platform will aim to
empower students and new entrants
in the industry and bridge the
knowledge and skills gap between
Academia and Industry.

Full Press Release

Full Competition Brief
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If there is one word that would describe the past 18 months, it’s “resilient.” We
acknowledged that it remains tough, but as Spring approaches, we look forward
to an ease in the restrictions which would allow for more outdoor activities due
to the change in climate. 
 
We all continue to do what we can, within the very restrictive operating
environment. If what we are witnessing in other parts of the world, with a
continued uptake in vaccinations, we are looking forward to overtiming,
emerging stronger than ever before. 
 
Stay safe, and continue to stay in touch,  
The SAACI National Team 
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