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Let’s be there for each other 

We call on all of us to check-in with one another and show our community spirit 

in supporting where we can. The collective shock we witnessed this week by the 

acts of opportunistic criminality and vandalism which has ruined local 

businesses, shattered streets, and made people feel unsafe in their own homes 

cannot go unpunished. The high levels of criminality and anti-social behaviour 

seen over the past few days are not acceptable. 

 

We all know that political stability and safety are prerequisites for tourism; even 

the mere threat of events such as civil unrest can cause tourists to rethink their 

decision to visit a destination. The impact of any form of instability on a 

destination’s tourism sector is both immediate and potentially long-lasting. 
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Building trust in the safety of the business travel experience will be key for all in 

the coming months as we keep at rebuilding our industry.  

 

SAACI calls on a more enhanced coordinated approach with public-private 

cooperation, the continued demonstration that our protocols for health & hygiene 

are of a global standard, rebuilding the trust of travellers, and embracing the 

acceleration of technological transformations as a framework to guide our work 

in coming months.  

 

SAACI has reached out this week to stakeholders to activate our efforts in the 

recovery plan for our industry. We have been dealt a “double blow”. The 

pandemic as one and the riots we have witnessed this past week as the second 

blow to our industry. Discussions have been scheduled with our partners and 

stakeholders within the Western Cape, Eastern Cape, City of Johannesburg and 

Mpumalanga to craft working plans that are aligned to the readiness of these 

regions to host business events, while we push for the continued acceleration of 

the vaccine roll-out. 

 

At the same time, it will be essential for our government to continue supporting 

the Travel & Tourism sector throughout the recovery process whilst removing 

travel restrictions. More importantly, the removal of Business Events under the 

definitions of Gatherings as per the Disaster Management Act. 

 

Amidst the chaos this week, we welcome the good news on the extension of the 

UIF_TERS support programme, especially for the Business Events Industry. 
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SAACI Youth 

Competition    

This competition is specifically 

targeted to young students studying 

towards a career in the broader 

Business Events and Tourism 

Industry. This platform will aim to 

empower students and new entrants 

in the industry and bridge the 

knowledge and skills gap between 

Academia and Industry.  
 

 

Link to full brief  
 

 

 

UIF_TERS Update  

SAACI welcomes the approval of 

the extension on the benefit. A 

directive of the extension, covering 

the events and conference industry 

from the 16th March 2021 to the 

additional month extension received 

earlier this week, is expected to be 

gazetted within the next few days. 

We will provide members with 

feedback on the appeals process for 

the backlog in benefit payments 

once received from the Department 

of Labour. The information received 

from industry has been collated and 

submitted to the workstream as 

indicated.  
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City of Cape Town host 

city of the international 

Formula E racing 

tournament  

The City of Cape Town has been 

announced as one of the host cities 

of the international Formula E 

racing tournament taking place in 

February 2022. As part of the City’s 

Covid-19 recovery plan, this event 

will offer a much-needed boost for 

the events and tourism industries 

impacted by the global pandemic.  
 

 

Full Press Release  
 

 

 

Professional Speakers 

Association of Southern 

Africa  

   

We congratulate Joni Peddie and 

Charlotte Kemp who were recently 

acknowledged at the Federation’s 

AGM in July.  

The GSF acknowledged the two local 

PSASA members for their work to 

date. Immediate past President Joni 

Peddie was awarded the President’s 

Award and Charlotte Kemp is the first 

representative from PSASA and the 

first from Africa to be appointed to the 

role of Vice President. 
 

 

Full Press Release  
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As we reflect on the week that was, we remain cognizant of the profound impact 

that the pandemic and the recent events is having on our colleagues, families 

and our business community. Our prayers and thoughts are with many that are 

experiencing the loss of a loved one during this time. 

 

We are here for you, and we call upon all of us to reach-out and check in with 

one another, now more than ever.  

 

Stay safe, 

The SAACI Team   
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